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REPORT FROM THE CHAIR 
 
Welcome from all of the IEEE North Saskatchewan 
executive.  I would like to welcome Dan Chapman, the 
new IEEE Student Branch Chair and two new people, 
Joel Frey, who will be filling the new position of 
Graduate Student Chair as we try and get the graduate 
students more engaged in the IEEE, and Jeremy Gates,  
who as Educational Activities Chair, will be working 
with Dan Coode to organize more seminars and educa-
tional events. 
 
A number of our activities and attention has been fo-
cused on CCECE'05, which is planned for Saskatoon 
from May 1 to 4, 2005.  CCECE'05 also coincides with 
the 100th birthday of the province of Saskatchewan and 
so we can hopefully work in some of those celebrations 
into our conference. 
 
Membership in the section has been steady and is well 
supported by a very active Student Branch.  One of the 
things we would like to do is have more events for our 
professional members, perhaps trying to cooperate 
more closely with nearby sections in such areas as Dis-
tinguished Speakers tour. 
 
I look forward to seeing many of you at our Annual 
General Meeting on Friday November 19, 2004 at the 
Saskatoon Inn.  Please contact me at any time with 
questions or suggestions about activities we should be 
pursuing in the section.  I can be reached at 668-9309 
or kostiuk@sask.trlabs.ca 
 
Andrew Kostiuk 
IEEE North Saskatchewan Chair  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

IEEE North Saskatchewan Section 
Dinner and Annual General Meeting 

Friday November 19, 2004 
Courtyard Room 

Saskatoon Inn 
 
 
Please come out and support the IEEE North Sas-
katchewan Section.  We have arranged a great meal (at 
a great price) and after dinner speaker, perfect to bring 
out the spouse who complains you never take them 
out :-) 
 
The Agenda for the evening is: 
 
 18:30 - 19:00 - Cocktails 
 19:00 - 20:00 - Dinner 
 20:00 - 20:45 - Mystery Guest Speaker 
 20:45 - 21:00 - Business (AGM) Session 
 21:00 - 22:00 Networking 
  
Cost: 
 IEEE Members (or member guests) - $10 
 General Public - $20 
 
To confirm attendance, please contact Ms. Vera  
Ljubovic, ljubovic@sask.trlabs.ca, 668-9300. 
 
Please indicate if you are bringing a guest (or guests) 
and your membership category (IEEE member, General 
Public) and if you have any special dietary require-
ments (e.g., vegetarian). 



CANADIAN CONFERENCE ON 
ELECTRICAL AND COMPUTER 

ENGINEERING (CCECE) 
 
The North and South Sections are hosting CCECE '05 
right here in Saskatoon May 1 - 4, 2005.  Papers and 
presentations at the conference will cover a wide range 
of topics related to the electrical, electronics and com-
puter areas.  For more information, please see the web-
site at http://ieee.ca/ccece05/  
 

 
 

FREE POWER SYSTEMS SEMINAR 
WITH BILL KENNEDY 

 
Dear IEEE Members, 
 
It is my pleasure to invite you to a free Power Systems 
Seminar offered by Bill Kennedy, a highly experienced 
and sought after Speaker on Power Systems.  This is a 
great refresher course for power engineers however is 
geared towards non-power industrial engineers.  I truly 
feel that this is a great opportunity for all Engineers.  
Please see below for a full description of the seminar 
topic and speaker. 
 
The presentation will take place 1pm - 4:30pm on Sat-
urday, Oct. 23 at the University of Saskatchewan Fac-
ulty Club. 
 
There will be a half hour intermission where drinks and 
snacks will be served. 
 
Please RSVP to Dan Coode (dan.coode@ieee.org) 
prior to Friday Oct 22 to attend.  For all IEEE members 
and one guest there is no charge.  For all others the fee 
is $10.  Students are welcome however priority will be 
given to industry members first.  There is limited seat-
ing (50), so reply ASAP. 
 
Dan Coode 
NSS IEEE Membership Development Director  
 

 
Seminar Details 

 
A power system seminar intended for the non-power 
system engineer or technologist will be given.  The 
seminar covers the basic components of a power sys-
tem ñ generators, transformers, lines and loads ñ how 
they work, how they fit together and how they function 

as a unit.  The analysis of the power system will be il-
lustrated by demonstrating a simple power system.  The 
seminar will conclude with an overview of some per-
formance measures of a power system. 
 
The seminar is directed towards industrial engineers 
and technologists that want to learn more about the 
power supply to their facility.  The seminar will also be 
useful to young engineers and technologist wanting to 
learn about electric power systems. 
 
The seminar will be presented by W.O. (Bill) Kennedy, 
P.Eng., FEIC.  Bill has 35 years experience as both a 
consultant and utility employee with both industrial and 
utility power systems.  He is Principal engineer with 
the Alberta Electric System Operator.  He has been as-
sociated with the deregulated electric industry in Al-
berta since 1997.  Previously he held major positions 
with an electric utility including responsibility for the 
Protection and Transmission Planning departments.  He 
was recently appointed to the NERC System Protection 
and Control Task Force (SPCTF) which is charged with 
the responsibility for implementing recommendation 8a 
of the August 13, 2004 Blackout Report. 
 

 
 

GRADUATES OF THE LAST DECADE 
(GOLD) 

 
The North Saskatchewan Section’s newest addition is 
its GOLD Affinity Group.  For those of you who are 
unfamiliar with the GOLD program, it is a program put 
in place to support it’s members making a transition 
from a student to a professional.  It provides reduced 
fees, a network of similar professionals to use to help 
members in their career decisions. 
 
Be sure to keep your eyes open for new events for 
GOLD events happening through out the year.  Also if 
you’re interested in helping the GOLD Affinity group, 
we are looking for good people to help organize and 
plan events. 
 
Dan Coode 
NSS IEEE GOLD Chair 
 



STUDENT BRANCH GREETINGS 
 

Welcome to another fun-filled, sleep-deprived year of 
electrical engineering! 
 
This year has started off with a bang!  On September 
17-19, Ryan Dusyk and I traveled to the IEEE Canada 
Student Leadership Training Workshop in Fredericton, 
New Brunswick.  Besides networking with students and 
professionals from across Canada, we discovered that 
the U of S IEEE Student Branch is the most active in 
Canada.  This is a true testament to both our student 
body and branch executive.  This year’s annual NSS 
IEEE Welcome Back BBQ, with 111 attendees, is an 
example of your exemplary involvement. Congratula-
tions everybody! 
 
Although semester one is half over and midterms loom 
too close for comfort, your friendly neighborhood IEEE 
is here to take some of the sting out of school. 
 
Need a break from class?  Looking for something to 
replace that overused textbook for a night or two?  
Come out to the Mech/Elec Pubcrawl on November 5th.  
With 400 participants last year, you won’t want to miss 
this year’s extravaganza.  Or… join us for some Prof/
Student Bowling on November 24.  Do not enter class 
unarmed.  Face Dihn, Johanson, or Rama with a bowl-
ing victory under your belt! 
 
If beverages and bowling aren’t your cup of tea, fear 
not… 
 
The IEEE hosts many academic initiatives intent on 
giving students greater exposure to practical electrical 
engineering principles.  The SPARC (Small Practical 
And Realistic Circuits) laboratory is in full swing, and 
the ACM Programming Contest takes place on October 
30th.  Your Academic Director also intends to organize 
a soldering workshop, circuit simulator workshop, and 
tutorials in TraxMaker PCB layout software, PCB fab-
rication, microcontrollers, Unix, Linux, and C.  These 
programs truly enrich the theoretical material covered 
in class and are extremely valuable in laboratory and 
design environments. 
 
Sure this all sounds great, but I want to give back to the 
community.  No problem!  The annual Big Brother’s 
Christmas Party is scheduled for November 24th.  
You’ll spend time with kids, help Santa distribute pre-
sents, and take part in the biggest popcorn fight on this 
side of the Mississippi. 
 

Although I met many of you at the Welcome Back 
BBQ, I look forward to seeing all of you at our future 
events and wish you the best of luck this semester. 
 
Love life, but don’t wear yourselves out.  The biggest 
and best events are still yet to come... and the next cur-
rent source will tell you all about them! 
 
Cheers! 
 
Dan Chapman 
IEEE Student Branch Chair 
 

 
 

STUDENT BRANCH 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
These are the tentative dates for events being put on by 
the IEEE Student Branch.  For more information, con-
tact Brett Lovas (social@ieee.usask.ca). 
 
 
Mech-Elec Pub Crawl 
 November 5 @ Winston's, 6:30p.m. 
 
Prof./Student Bowling 
 November 16 
 
Big Brother Christmas Party 
 November 24 
 
Calgary Trip 
 January 6-9 
 
Billington Cup 
 March 9 
 
Year End Banquet 
 April 2 
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We like FEEDBACK!  Please contact: 
 
The Current Source 
c/o University of Saskatchewan IEEE Student Branch 
Box 41 Engineering Building 
57 Campus Drive 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan S7N 5A9 


